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6/19/2013

The Honorable Nick Joe Rahall

U S House of Representatives

2307 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Rahall

| am writing to thank you for your recent introduction of the “Strengthen and Fortify Existing Bridges Act
of 2013.” Your bill not only provides a temporary increase in bridge funding, but it also recognizes the
need for significant additional dedicated long-term funding to rehabilitate and replace our nation’s
decaying bridges. According to a recent report from the American Society of Civil Engineers, one in nine
of the nation’s bridges are rated as structurally deficient

It has become tragically apparent with the recent collapse of a portion of the I-5 Bridge over the Skagit
River in Washington and the I-35 W Bridge in Minneapolis, the failure of a bridge can result in human
tragedy, significant impact on regional transportation patterns, and cause economic disruption.
According to the latest data from the Federal Highway Administration’s (FHWA) National Bridge
Inventory (December 2012) a total of 25 percent of the nation’s bridges are either structurally deficient,
or functionally obsolete, including some being threatened with design deficiencies that have fracture-
critical elements. The US currently spends approximately $14 billion annually maintaining its more than
600,000 bridges. However, based on the findings of a 2010 USDOT report, the nation should be spending
approximately 60 percent more annually -- $22 billion.

The Associated General Contractors of America (AGC) believes that improving the overall condition of
our nation’s bridges is critical to the safety of highway users and our country’s economic future, and will
require a significant increase in transportation investment at the federal, state and local levels. Providing
this needed funding should be part of the debate on how to fix the revenue deficiency in the Highway
Trust Fund (HTF) that will be taken up by Congress as part of MAP-21 reauthorization.

The bridge dilemma is only one result of the significant underfunding of the nation’s transportation
system that has occurred over the past decade. AGC strongly urges Congress to address the long-term
Highway Trust Fund revenue shortfall to complement MAP-21’s policy reforms before the law expires in
September 2014. The collapse of the I-5 Bridge, like the collapse 6 years ago of the |-35 Bridge in
Minnesota highlight the fact that investing in our nation’s transportation infrastructure should be a
national priority. Because reauthorization almost certainly will depend on finding a solution to the
revenue shortfall in the HTF, the House and Senate should start sooner rather than later to figure out
how the critical trust fund revenue will be raised.

Sincerely,

Jéffr Shoaf %

Senior Executive Director
Government Affairs
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