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June 20, 2013 
 
VIA FAX 

Ranking Member Nick J. Rahall II      
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee 
Rayburn House Office Building 
Room 2307 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
 
Dear Ranking Member Rahall: 
 
 On behalf of the 1.2 million active and retired members of the United 
Steelworkers, I write in strong support of the “Strengthen and Fortify Existing 
Bridges Act of 2013.”  The bill, introduced by Ranking Member Rahall (D-W 
VA), begins to address the chronic underinvestment in the nation’s deficient 
highway bridges by providing $2.75 billion in fiscal years 2013 and 2014 for 
States to reconstruct deficient bridges, including bridges classified as 
structurally deficient, functionally obsolete or fracture critical.  Importantly, 
the bill’s funding is in addition to monies States receive under the Federal 
Highway apportionments and represents a 50 percent increase of federal aid for 
highway bridges.  The nation’s bridges need every penny. 
 
 In recent years we have witnessed catastrophic highway bridge failures 
which aptly illustrate the costs of ignoring the nation’s decaying infrastructure.  
In May 2013 the I-5 Bridge over the Skagit River in Mount Vernon, WA, 
classified as functionally obsolete and also fracture critical, collapsed into the 
river after a truck struck it.  In August of 2007, the I-35W Bridge over the 
Mississippi River in Minneapolis, MN collapsed killing 13 people and injuring 
145 more.  More than 15 years earlier that bridge had been deemed 
structurally deficient and was also fracture critical.  All reasonable people can 
agree that one of Congress’s highest priorities must be providing sufficient 
funding to repair and reconstruct the nation’s deficient bridges to protect lives 
and property.         
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 The problem is not new, but growing dangerously, as it is putting more 
and more American lives in ever greater jeopardy.  According to the U.S. 
Department of Transportation (DOT), one out of every four bridges is classified 
as structurally deficient or functionally obsolete.  Of the 607,380 bridges in the 
United States, fully 151,497 are deemed deficient. The average age of a bridge 
in this country is 43 years and half of all U.S. bridges were built prior to 1964.  
Clearly, time is not on our side and action must be taken by Congress now to 
keep the American people safe from bridge collapses such as those that 
occurred in WA and MN. 
 
 The $2.75 billion provided to the states under the “Strengthen and Fortify 
Existing Bridges Act of 2013” is a serious start to addressing our glaring 
infrastructure decay and would begin to return bridges to safe conditions.  
Importantly, the nation’s still slow growing economy would be given a boost, 
construction workers would be put back to work, and domestic manufacturers 
and workers would get back to work producing the iron and steel needed to 
repair and reconstruct these bridges all across the country, as required under 
the Buy America statutes applicable to the Strengthen and Fortify Existing 
Bridges Act of 2013.        
 
 The USW thanks the Ranking Member and urges the House to 
expeditiously take up and pass this much-needed funding for the nation’s 
highway bridges.  Support “Strengthen and Fortify Existing Bridges Act of 
2013.” 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

Holly Hart 
Assistant to the President 

Legislative Director 
 
 

 


